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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-18 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1-3 and 5-18 are objected to because of the following informalities: "the 
rim" on line 5 of claim 1 lack antecedent basis in the claim; "from which part liquid" in 
lines 2-3 of claim 3 is grammatically incorrect; and "treated.." on line 3 of claim 3 should 
be -treated.--. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 3, 1 6 and 1 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. With respect to claims 3 and 16, it is unclear 
as to what structure is being claimed in claim 3 since the claim invention of Fig. 1 does 
not appear to show such a claimed feature. With respect to claim 17, it is unclear as to 
what liquid is being claimed in claim 17 since the specification fails to set forth the 
bound or fails to define what liquid is of the type does not dry out to leave a solid 
residue. They are being examined as best understood. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-3, 5-16 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dreifuss (954,426) in view Klammsteiner (5,457,822) and Ewing et 
al. (2,760,209). 

Dreifuss discloses a device for dispensing a liquid into a vessel (29) having a 
reservoir (1 ,19) of fluid, which is obviously in liquid form, a syphonic-action elongated 
liquid delivery means (24,22) having a proximal end inside the reservoir adjacent the 
bottom thereof and a distal end (resting on the rim of bowl (29)) from which the fluid is 
dispensed as a liquid or as a vapor, the liquid delivery means is in the form of capillary 
feed means (24) and the device is self-priming via the capillary feed. Although the 
Dreifuss does not teaches means for securing the device adjacent a rim of the vessel 
with the reservoir outside the vessel as claimed, attention is directed to the 
Klammsteiner reference which discloses an analogous device for dispensing 
disinfectant having means (10, 10') for securing a reservoir (6), containing a liquid as 
claimed, to a rim of a vessel having the structures as claimed. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
employ, on the Dreifuss device, means for securing a reservoir, containing a liquid as 
claimed, to a rim of a vessel as, for example, taught by Klammsteiner in order to provide 
an alternative method and structure to secure a disinfectant reservoir to the rim of a 
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toilet vessel. The reservoir and tube (22) of Dreifuss can obviously be a flexible wall 
reservoir and the plastic tube (27) as, for example, taught by Ewing et al., which 
discloses an analogous dispensing device. The method of claim 18 would obviously be 
inherent in lieu of the discussion above. 

6. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dreifuss 
in view Klammsteiner (as discussed above) and in further view of MoodyCliffe et al 
(2004/0049839). 

Dreifuss in view Klammsteiner, as best understood, does teach a non-drying 
liquid, as claimed. However, MoodyCliffe et al. discloses a lavatory dispenser wherein 
the active liquid contains a humectant to prevent phase separation and precipitation; i.e. 
drying (Para. 0021 ). Therefore, it would have been obvious to person of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to have utilized a liquid with humectant in 
the device of Dreifuss in view Klammsteiner (if not already) to prevent accumulation of 
solid residue. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: Williams (1 ,349,703) teaches dispensing device with capillary 
and syphonic action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tuan N. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4892. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (10:00-6:00). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory Huson can be reached on (571) 272-4887. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Tuan Nguyen/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3751 

TN 



